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3rd Quarter Report – major legal issues for 2016/17 

Surry Hills Library and Community Centre – City of Sydney v Probuild Constructions 
(Aust) Pty Limited and Freyssinet Australia Pty Limited 

The City has commenced proceedings against Probuild (the contractor) and Freyssinet (the 
supplier of the glass/façade). Aurecon (Freyssinet’s glass subcontractor) has been joined to 
the dispute. The parties have attempted settlement discussions but, to date, no settlement 
agreement has been reached.  Aurecon has until end of April 2017 to serve its expert evidence 
and the parties must engage in mediation before 2 June. A directions hearing is scheduled for 
9 June 2017. Further investigations have been undertaken to ascertain the full extent of any 
further deterioration and to ensure there are no safety risks. These investigations are nearly 
complete. 

Karimbla Properties (various companies) v Council of the City of Sydney, Bayside 
Council and North Sydney Council – Rates categorisation appeals - Meriton filed appeals 
in relation to the appropriate categorisation for rates purposes for a total of 7 sites within the 
City’s LGA. Similar appeals were also filed against Bayside Council and North Sydney Council. 
These appeals rely on a decision of Justice Pain in the Land and Environment Court from 
2003 where she allowed land to be categorised as residential from the time demolition of 
existing buildings and construction of residential flat buildings commenced. The City argued 
that the state of the law has changed since the time of Her Honour’s decision, particularly 
given statements in a number of Court of Appeal decisions relating to land tax, and that as a 
result the argument should be decided differently. These appeals were heard from 28-31 
March 2017 and judgment is reserved. 

Council of the City of Sydney v Roads and Maritime Services – Sydney Park and 67A 
Bourke Road (Westconnex Compulsory Acquisition proceedings) - The City has 
commenced proceedings in the Land and Environment Court disputing the amount of 
compensation offered by RMS in relation to the compulsory acquisition of parts of Sydney 
Park and the City’s land adjacent to the Alexandria Canal. Both matters have been listed for 
conciliation conferences – the Sydney Park matter on 29 June 2017 and the Bourke Road 
matter on 18 July 2017. 
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Corporate Sponsorship Policy 

The Policy states: 

The total value of sponsorships for each event will be reported within the Quarterly 
Financial reports to Council. Individual sponsorship amounts will not be reported for 
commercial-in-confidence reasons unless the sponsors agree.  

Grants and Sponsorships Policy 

In a report adopted by Council on 15 September 2014, it was stated the following 
programs would be reported to Council as part of the quarterly financial reports:  

o Quick Response Grants Program 

o Reduced Rate Program 

o Banner Pole Program 

The remaining Grants and Sponsorships Programs require Council approval in advance. 

This Report  

The summary figures for outgoing grants and sponsorships programs in the 3rd quarter 
of the 2016/17 financial year are: 

Grants Approved 

Quick Response Grants Q1 $3,250 

Quick Response Grants Q2 $10,250 

Quick Response Grants Q3 $3,692 

Year to Date Total $17,192 

 
The approved total is the amount of cash approved (not paid) in Q3 and the year to date 
totals which includes grants approved in previous quarter/s. 
 

Revenue Foregone Approved Q3 Year to Date  

Banner Pole Program $35,288 $210,779 

Reduced Rates (Major & Community)  $112,010 $417,544 

Totals $147,298 $628,323 

 

The attached report outlines: 

o the grants and sponsorships approved by the City in Q3 of financial year 2016/17 for 
the Quick Response Grants Program, Banner Pole Program and Reduced Rates.    
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1. Grants Information 

Table 1.1 – Q3 Quick Response Grants Summary 

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants  Value Approved 

Q1 3 $3,250 

Q2 6 $10,250 

Q3 2 $3,692 

Total year to date 11 $17,192 

 

The following grants have been approved in the quarter, but not necessarily paid. 

Table 1.1.1 – Q3 Quick Response Grants in detail 

Applicant Project Value 

Milk Crate Theatre 
Turning Towers - Forum 
Theatre 

$2,000 

Mr Gary Raymond 
39th Anniversary of the Hilton 
Hotel Bombing Memorial 
Service 2017 

$1,692 

 Total $3,692 

 
Table 1.2 – Q3 Banner Pole Program Summary  

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants Revenue Foregone 

Q1 8 $64,191 

Q2 7 $111,300 

Q3 5 $35,288 

Total year to date 15 $210,779 

 

Table 1.2.1 – Q3 Banner Program in detail 

Organisation Project Revenue Foregone 

Art Gallery of NSW Archibald Prize 2017 $6,600 
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Art Gallery of NSW 
Rembrandt and the Dutch 
Golden Age 

$6,600 

Australian Museum 
Mammoths! Giants of the Ice 
Age 

$13,200 

Bangarra Dance Theatre Bennelong $7,656 

Brain Foundation 
International Brain Awareness 
Week 

$1,232 

 Total $35,288 

 

Table 1.3 – Q3 Reduced Rates Program Summary – Major Venues 

Quarter 
Approved 

No of Applicants Revenue Foregone 

Q1 18 $132,132 

Q2 4 $17,545 

Q3 7 $84,729 

Total year to date 29 $234,406 

 
 

Table 1.3.1 – Q3 Major Venue Program in detail  

Organisation Event Venue 
Revenue 

Foregone 

Generation Next 
Mental Health and 
Wellbeing of Young 
People 

Sydney Town Hall $26,738 

International Yoga 
Teachers Association 

50 Years of Yoga in 
Australia Anniversary 
Conference 

Sydney Town Hall $6,980 

Reconciliation 
Australia/Recognise 

Celebration - 50th 
Anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum 

Sydney Town Hall $15,927 

Redfern Legal Centre 
Redfern Legal Centre 
40th Birthday 
Celebration Dinner 

Sydney Town Hall $9,327 

Sydney Kids 
Committee Trust  

 
25th Anniversary Gala 
Dinner 
 

Sydney Town Hall $3,109 
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Organisation Event Venue 
Revenue 

Foregone 

The Shepherd Centre 
for Deaf Children  

The Shepherd Centre 
Gala Fundraiser   

Sydney Town Hall $4,975 

Women in Film and 
Television NSW 

For Film Sake - 
Opening Night and Hub 

Centennial Hall 
Sydney Town Hall 
Barnett Long 
Room 

$17,673 

  Total $84,729 

 

Table 1.4 – Q3 Reduced Rates Program Summary – Community Venues 

Quarter No of Organisations Revenue Foregone 

Q1 36 $122,776 

Q2 23 $33,081 

Q3 19 $27,283 

Total year to Date 78 $183,140 

 
 

Table 1.4.1 – Q3 Community Venue Program in detail 

Organisation Event Venue 
Revenue 

Foregone 

2011 Residents 
Association 

Meetings Rex Centre $360 

Aboriginal Rights 
Coalition 

Meeting 
Redfern Oval Community 
Room 

$126 

Alfalfa House  
Committee 
Meetings 

Brown Street Community Hall $524 

Balmain South 
Sydney Cricket 
Club 

Presentation Day 
and AGM 

Sydney Park Pavilion $1,138 

Crystal Meth 
Anonymous 

Seminar Glebe Town Hall $355 

Food Addicts in 
Recovery 

Weekly meetings Glebe Town Hall $1,134 

Glebe Community 
Development 
Project 

Street Soccer 
Program 

Peter Forsyth Auditorium $833 
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Organisation Event Venue 
Revenue 

Foregone 

Grandmothers 
Against Removals 
auspiced by 
Jumbunna 
Indigenous House 
of Learning 
Research Unit 
(UTS) 

Meetings Redfern Community Centre $2,750 

Homelessness 
NSW  

Meetings 
Redfern Oval Community 
Room 

$504 

Indigenous Social 
Justice 
Association 

Meetings Redfern  Community Centre $1,700 

Inner Sydney 
Regional Council 
Social 

Weekly drop-in 
Service 

Booler Community Centre $5,082 

Kidsexpress life Charity event KGV Recreation Centre $591 

Kings Cross Police 
Community 
Safety meetings 

Rex Centre $480 

Milk Crate Theatre Rehearsals 
Alexandria/Redfern/Erskineville 
Town Hall 

$7,500 

Millers Point, 
Dawes Point, The 
Rocks and Walsh 
Bay Resident 
Action Group 

Meetings Abraham Mott Hall $900 

Narcotics 
Anonymous 

Weekly support 
group 

Redfern Community Centre $1,950 

Rainbow Families 
Parental 
workshops for 
same sex families 

Joseph Sargeant Centre $506 

Sydney Realists 
2017 

Discussion Group 
for Over 55's 

Redfern Community Centre $588 

Women’s Housing 
Company 

Video story telling 
event 

St Helen's Community Centre $262 

  Total $27,283 

 

 



International Travel Expenditure 1 January 2017 to 31 March 2017.

Unit Period Council Officer Destination Purpose Description  Cost met by the City 

City Projects and Property Mar-17 Amit Chanan Paris, France
UNESCO advisory committee on Water and Human Settlements of the 
Future

Airfares, 
accommodation, 
incidentals*

-                               

* All expenses paid by event organiser (UNESCO)

Sustainability Mar-17 Mary Watt Auckland, New 
Zealand

Large Cities Climate Leadersship Group(C40) conference. Airfares* 321                              
Accommodation* -
Incidentals 155                              

* Accommodation and partial airfare expenses paid by organisers.

Chief Resilience Officer Mar-17 Beck Dawson Wellington, New 
Zealand

1OO Resilient Cities Summit for Strategy Release Airfares 627                              
Accommodation* -                              
Incidentals 36                               

* Accommodation expenses paid by event organiser

Grand Total 1,139                           
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